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1. A blockade excluding all shiprents tnto Cuba except 
food end medicines would be unlikei:, jn and of itseif, to 
bring the Castro goverrmert down urliss it were exterded 
over meny menths. The inpcesiticn of a blockade would con?ront 
the regime with formidable problems of manegement end eccncemic 
recrganizetion. The supply of heavy petroleum products, -ased 
cn current rates of ccrsumpticn, weuld last scre three to four 
months; light products, including jet fuel, ebcut two months. 
The petroleum supply cculd be stretched cut lerger if -- as 
would be likely -- the regime ccrfined its usaye largely to 
emergency power end militery requirerents, Sugser orcduction 
could be continued, put industriel preducticn would te merply 
recuced, and many rarufactured items would socn beccme unevail- 
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* This recorardum kes teen coordinated with tke representative 
of the Director of Intelligence and Rescarch, Departcent of 
State, acd the Directcr, Defense Inteiligerce Agency. 
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effectiveress of the military forees would gradually te impaired 
after POL, spare parts, and other essential supplies were cut 
off. There would be much ecrfusion and d/.sription of life, but 
for 80:6 months the regizne would be likely to be able to prevent 


econamic chaos and met the basic needs of the pepuleaticn. 


@. The general pattern of pelitical alignments wauld be 
unlikely to change significantly in response to a blockade at 
least initially. The opposition would take beart but shepherd 
its etrength for use at the time of an anticipated US invasion. 
As the Cuban econcay ground to e halt, Castro would fece 
formidable organizational and political problems, but, with in- 
creased security precautions, would probebly be able to stay in 
control. As the effects of the blockade became increasingly 
perceptible in the Gsily life of the population, nationalistic 
sentiment and anger against the US would tend to balance off 
encouragement of the opposition end terdencies to ley the blame 
ageinst Castro. Ecowever, if a US blockade were effective and the 
Soviets either accepted it or failed in attempts to break it, the 
faith cf many Cestro supporters in the wisdom of his policies would 
be severely strained and trouble within the regize would become 


δ sigrificarct possiblity. 
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3. im general, the tmposition of a US blocksde would te 
likely to stiffen the backs of those who whclebeartedly support 
Cestro ard it would arouse the hopes of those who are committed 
to opposition. Recruits to both political extrercs would core 
frem the generally epathetic ercunp in the center. Castro sup- 
porters end scme of the formerly uscczmitted would believe that 
tke US blockade demonstrated the truth of the warnings of 
kostile US intentions which the regime has been declainirxg for 
menths. Tacse in opposition would interpret US claims ard acticns 


as evidence of Cestro's heving sold cut to the Soviets ard as 


giving added reason to expect US intervention. 


4, In the final analysis, ve believe that the Cuben poru- 
lation would terd to divide tetween tke two extremes. Scre op= 
positicnists might initiate revclutionery ection in the hopes of 
precipitating US irvesion. Most of tke anti-Castroists, however, 
would, in cur opinion, he unlikely to ect forcefully egairst the 
regime uniess they saw evidence on Cuban soil of US action 
ageinst the regime or unless they concluded frem what they krew 
of the international situetion that action on their part would lead 


quickly and directly to the cverthrow cf Castro. 
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